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TITLE 5 - GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION AND 
EMPLOYEES
PART I - THE AGENCIES GENERALLY 
CHAPTER 5 - ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 
SUBCHAPTER II - ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEDURE 

    Sec. 552a. Records maintained on 
individuals

 * * * * * 

 (s) Biennial Report. - The President shall 
biennially submit to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President pro tempore of 
the Senate a report - 

        (1) describing the actions of the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget pursuant 
to section 6 of the Privacy Act of 1974 during the 
preceding 2 years; 

        (2) describing the exercise of individual 
rights of access and  amendment under this 
section during such years; 

        (3) identifying changes in or additions to 
systems of records;

        (4) containing such other information 
concerning administration of this section as may 
be necessary or useful to the Congress in 
reviewing the effectiveness of this section in 
carrying out the purposes of the Privacy Act of 
1974.

 * * * * * 

CONSTRUCTION OF 1988 AMENDMENTS 

      Section 9 of Pub. L. 100-503 provided that: 
"Nothing in the amendments made by this Act 
(amending this section and repealing provisions 
set out as a note below) shall be construed to 
authorize  - 

        "(1) the establishment or maintenance by 
any agency of a national data bank that 
combines, merges, or links information on 
individuals maintained in systems of records by 
other Federal agencies; 

        "(2) the direct linking of computerized 
systems of records maintained by Federal 
agencies;

        "(3) the computer matching of records not 
otherwise authorized by law; or 

        "(4) the disclosure of records for computer 
matching except to a Federal, State, or local 
agency."

CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS AND 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE  

      Section 2 of Pub. L. 93-579 provided that: 

      "(a) The Congress finds that - 

        "(1) the privacy of an individual is directly 
affected by the collection, maintenance, use, and 
dissemination of personal information by Federal 
agencies;

        "(2) the increasing use of computers and 
sophisticated information technology, while 
essential to the efficient operations of the 
Government, has greatly magnified the harm to 
individual privacy that can occur from any 
collection, maintenance, use, or dissemination of 
personal information;

        "(3) the opportunities for an individual to 
secure employment, insurance, and credit, and 
his right to due process, and other legal 
protections are endangered by the misuse of 
certain information systems; 

        "(4) the right to privacy is a personal and 
fundamental right protected by the Constitution of 
the United States; and

        "(5) in order to protect the privacy of 
individuals identified in information systems 
maintained by Federal agencies, it is necessary 
and proper for the Congress to regulate the 
collection, maintenance, use, and dissemination 
of information by such agencies. 

      "(b) The purpose of this Act (enacting this 
section and provisions set out as notes under this 
section) is to provide certain safeguards for an 
individual against an invasion of personal privacy 
by requiring Federal agencies, except as 
otherwise provided by law, to - 
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        "(1) permit an individual to determine what 
records pertaining to him are collected, 
maintained, used, or disseminated by such 
agencies;

        "(2) permit an individual to prevent records 
pertaining to him obtained by such agencies for a 
particular purpose from being used or made 
available for another purpose without his consent;

        "(3) permit an individual to gain access to 
information pertaining to him in Federal agency 
records, to have a copy made of all or any portion 
thereof, and to correct or amend such records; 

        "(4) collect, maintain, use, or disseminate 
any record of identifiable personal information in a 
manner that assures that such action is for a 
necessary and lawful purpose, that the 
information is current and accurate for its 
intended use, and that adequate safeguards are 
provided to prevent misuse of such information; 

        "(5) permit exemptions from the 
requirements with respect to records provided in 
this Act only in those cases where there is an 
important public policy need for such exemption 
as has been determined by specific statutory 
authority; and 

        "(6) be subject to civil suit for any damages 
which occur as a result of willful or intentional 
action which violates any individual's rights under 
this Act." 

PRIVACY PROTECTION STUDY COMMISSION 

      Section 5 of Pub. L. 93-579, as amended by 
Pub. L. 95-38, June 1, 1977, 91 Stat. 179, which 
established the Privacy Protection Study 
Commission and provided that the Commission 
study data banks, automated data processing 
programs and information systems of 
governmental, regional and private organizations 
to determine standards and procedures in force 
for protection of personal information, that the 
Commission report to the President and 
Congress the extent to which requirements and 
principles of section 552a of title 5 should be 
applied to the information practices of those 
organizations, and that it make other legislative 
recommendations to protect the privacy of 

individuals while meeting the legitimate 
informational needs of government and society, 
ceased to exist on September 30, 1977, pursuant 
to section 5(g) of Pub. L. 93-579. 

GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS FOR 
MAINTENANCE OF PRIVACY AND 
PROTECTION OF RECORDS OF INDIVIDUALS 

      Section 6 of Pub. L. 93-579, which provided 
that the Office of Management and Budget shall 
develop guidelines and regulations for use of 
agencies in implementing provisions of this 
section and provide continuing assistance to and 
oversight of the implementation of the provisions 
of such section by agencies, was repealed by 
Pub. L. 100-503, Sec. 6(c), Oct. 18, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2513. 

DISCLOSURE OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
NUMBER 

      Section 7 of Pub. L. 93-579 provided that: 

      "(a)(1) It shall be unlawful for any Federal, 
State or local government agency to deny to any 
individual any right, benefit, or privilege provided 
by law because of such individual's refusal to 
disclose his social security account number. 

      "(2) the (The) provisions of paragraph (1) of 
this subsection shall not apply with respect to - 

        "(A) any disclosure which is required by 
Federal statute, or

        "(B) the disclosure of a social security 
number to any Federal, State, or local agency 
maintaining a system of records in existence and 
operating before January 1, 1975, if such 
disclosure was required under statute or 
regulation adopted prior to such date to verify the 
identity of an individual.  

      "(b) Any Federal, State, or local government 
agency which requests an individual to disclose 
his social security account number shall inform 
that individual whether that disclosure is 
mandatory or voluntary, by what statutory or other 
authority such number is solicited, and what uses 
will be made of it."

 * * * * * 
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